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Grace Presbyterian Church                     May 29, 2022 

Ps. 97, Revelation 22:12-21, 1 Corinthians 2: 11-16            

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“The Holy Spirit Helps Us in Hard Times” 

 

Hard times continue. What are we to do? Shootings in Buffalo and Texas: 

Senseless murders. The Ukraine war surpasses the three-month mark of 

conflict. Then we consider the storm last weekend here in Ottawa, with the 

loss of ten lives and many properties damaged seriously, power losses, and 

food losses. This doesn’t compare to war but it certainly affects how you 

feel about large trees growing next to your home. I had never heard of a 

“derecho,” had you? A tornado cuts a clear path, but a derecho cuts many 

paths with exceptionally strong winds. And is the pandemic over? Have you 

heard about monkeypox? 

 

The strange season continues. How desperately we need the hand of God to 

guide us. A great deal of my energies are going into preparing for the 

General Assembly of our denomination, which begins next Sunday and lasts 

until Wednesday of that week. Here we will find out anew if conservative, 

Bible believing Christians are welcome in this particular Christian 

movement, or whether they are simply being tolerated for a season. This is 

the church I have served in for forty years. These last years have been the 

strangest of my life. How about yours? 

 

God gives us the Scriptures to help us know what it means to know Him 

when the tough times come, and not only then but also throughout all parts 

of our lives. He calls us to remember that when we choose to follow Jesus, 

we choose to follow the One who went to the Cross. He suffered and He 

died for us. He calls us to take our commitment to Him exceptionally 

seriously. The Voice of the Martyrs organization sent me an updated version 

of Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, originally published in the 1500s. It is not light 

reading. But it is an account of how individuals have trusted God with their 

lives and their deaths, throughout history. How can we trust Him in these 

days? 

 

The answer comes not by our intellectual abilities, or our philosophical or 

academic prowess, nor by how well we can speak, how smart we are, nor by 

our strong bodies, minds or hearts. It comes by trusting the Holy Spirit to 

lead us. The subject of the Holy Spirit is at least an annual journey for us as 
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we come close to Pentecost Sunday, which is next week. The Holy Spirit is 

God, one person of the Trinity, explained and taught on in the Old and New 

Testaments, but certainly in the Gospel of John and in 1 Corinthians. John 

14 notes that Jesus gives us who trust Him as Lord and Saviour a Counselor 

who is with us and in us forever: the Holy Spirit. (14:15) Now, if there was 

ever time that we need a Counselor in our lives, to listen to us, to give us 

perspective on our lives and to suggest changes that would be in our best 

interest, it is now. Have you ever gone to a Counselor or Psychiatrist or 

Therapist? Don’t raise your hand. Although, let me say it takes a strong 

person to choose to get help, not just a needy person. It is a strong thing to 

do, not a weak thing, to seek counsel and therapy. When we need help, it is 

right to seek help. We need the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth. He 

will not just tell you what you want to hear, but help you know Jesus is near, 

inside you by the Holy Spirit and guiding you. You just need to be quiet 

enough, like listening to anyone else. His voice is often felt like a prompting, 

remembering to test the promptings through Scripture and trusted believers. 

 

It is interesting that the Apostle Paul in the second chapter of 1 Corinthians 

also tells us we cannot know wisdom, nor the way forward in a broken world 

and a broken church, without the Holy Spirit. It is only the Holy Spirit who 

can teach us the “deep things of God.” (1 Cor. 2:10) The only way we can 

distinguish between what our culture tells us is right and what God tell us is 

right, is by the Holy Spirit. Otherwise, we simply have emotional exchanges 

where we disagree with one another on marriage, on sexual ethics and 

identity, on lifestyle issues of all kinds, where we call one another “foolish.” 

This is also the place where Christians can look childish and immature in 

dealing with one another. The Holy Spirit tells us, as we read the Scriptures, 

what is right and wrong, and how to discern our way forward by the “mind 

of Christ.” If the decisions we make here at Grace are in simple and faithful 

trust in Jesus, then they are the right decisions. The Holy Spirit has helped 

us, will help us, and is helping us. 

 

John tells us, in reporting Jesus’ teaching, that the world does not know the 

Holy Spirit. (14:17) He only comes into us when we agree to have Jesus as 

our Lord and Saviour. Once we give our lives, our selves, all that we are and 

all that we have to Jesus, then His Spirit comes into us to “teach us all things 

and remind us of everything Jesus has said to you.” (14:26) And do you 

know the by-product of that teaching and reminding of what Jesus has done 

for us does for us now? It is the next verse in John 14, verse 27; perhaps a 

verse that you know well:  
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 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. (Jesus says) 

 I do not give to you as the world gives. 

 Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

 (John 14:27) 

 

We usually hear this verse at funerals. Why? Because the loss is great, the 

circumstances and reasons are hard and we need Jesus in that hard season. 

This is a hard season. Receive anew Jesus’ promise of peace, as you trust 

His Holy Spirit to guide you, to care for you, to care for those you love, to 

care for our congregation, and many congregations across Canada in these 

days. We are not the only ones struggling, and I know you know this. 

 

Jesus interspersed his teachings on the Holy Spirit through the Upper Room 

discourses. He wanted His followers to know reliance on the Holy Spirit is 

key for making God honouring choices in difficult times. Even more than 

that, Jesus tells us that we don’t understand anything about the spiritual life, 

the Christian life, the trusting God life, without the Holy Spirit. Paul says 

that clearly in that passage of 1 Cor. 2: 11-16 that I read and Jesus says it in 

John 14, 15 and 16. Jesus also says that it is the Holy Spirit’s testimony 

about Jesus that convinces people to believe (15:26-27), confirming what 

Jesus had said earlier in the chapter that: “You did not choose me, but I 

chose you....” (15:16) All of this should be a great relief as you share your 

faith with others, those close to you and with strangers. God will bring them 

to know Him, as He did in your life. The pressure isn’t on you to save them. 

Let the Holy Spirit work and agree with God’s care, power and sovereignty. 

Yes, you still need to share. Yes, it is important what you say. But the whole 

responsibility is not on you. 

 

Now the Holy Spirit does more than comfort, listen and give peace. He, as 

any good Counselor would do, also explores difficult and painful issues. He 

“convicts the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and 

judgment.” (16:8) Remember that the definition of guilt is: “responsibility 

for having done something wrong, especially something against the law, 

certainly something against God’s law.” Guilt can be a terrible thing when it 

is false guilt, that is, someone trying to pressure you to be like them, rather 

than the way you are. But there is a good use of guilt by the Holy Spirit to 

remind us of our responsibility for our poor choices, our need of God, and 

how we fall short, and motivation to continually depend on God for our 

spiritual lives and for our spiritual maturity. God is in the business of 
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transforming us where we cannot transform ourselves, in every area of our 

lives. He knows our addictions, our sins, our broken relationships, our hurts, 

losses and He still loves us deeply. We need to not lose the fact of our own 

sinfulness and brokenness and that of the people around us, who yes, are 

made in the image of God and bears His likeness. But the Spirit will convict 

you of sin, rebellion against God, and going your way instead of His. This is 

key. This is often not easy. It is why we confess our sins in every Sunday 

service. It is how we can believe and trust God to change us in the areas of 

our rebellion.  The Holy Spirit guides us through this process. Be open to 

hear about your sin. He will kindly deal with you in the dark areas of your 

life, but you need to agree with this. Lots of people don’t want to hear about 

their sin, rebellion or brokenness. Don’t be “lots of people.” Be open to God. 

Be open to the Holy Spirit. Come, Holy Spirit, and have your way in us, 

even when it is uncomfortable, do your work in our midst. 

 

Righteousness is living right. Jesus was about to die and leave the disciples, 

but the Holy Spirit would continue the teaching and empowerment that Jesus 

started and that we need to live right. God can teach you what is right and 

what is wrong. As James teaches, it is not only our words but our actions 

that count in our lives, in our faith, and in our spirituality. The Holy Spirit 

will not only convict us of sin, provide the way of righteousness, but also 

when it comes to judgment, remind us that we face God the Father knowing 

that Jesus paid for our sins at the Cross and gives us life forevermore just as 

He Himself experienced new life at the Resurrection. Jesus reminds us that 

the devil, Satan, the “prince of this world,” now stands condemned and is the 

ultimate loser. Do not follow the prince or princes of this world against God. 

Know that a final judgment is coming, and that you do not face it alone in 

your sins, but that you have Jesus Christ as your Advocate, your Master, and 

your Friend. 

 

Churches that choose to eliminate or decrease teaching on sin, righteousness 

and final judgment by God are not following the Holy Spirit. How could 

they be if Jesus says these are key areas of the Holy Spirit’s ministry to us? 

 

The Spirit of truth guides us into all truth. Jesus tells Him what to say and 

they agree in their teaching us. (John 16:12-15) We need to be clear on what 

is true and right in these days. We also need to remember that much is 

broken in this life. Human institutions certainly are broken. Whether we 

remain a part of the denomination or leave, the only question will be 
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whether we are trusting Jesus with the decision we make, because we will 

face Him at the end with our decision(s). 

 

Let us experience anew the peace that passes understanding, that guards our 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, as Paul encourages us in Phil. 4:7. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


